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Freviously - Upon learning he was adopled from a charity children’'s shelter, Harry

Stowe commissioned Holmes to search for his long lost birth mother of 49 years

named Sophia

a kitchen maid named Sophia was the pnime suspecl

the case at the time. To everyone's surprise, Daniel's wife was also named Sophia!

The Pendant’s Secret @

lo dig further inlo the murder
Holmes paid a visit to a relired police detective named Daniel who was in charge of

As Holmes began his investigation, he discovered that the director
of the children’s shelter was murdered on the same day that Stowe was adopted and

(1) Why did Daniel lie when Holmes and | visited him the

first time?

(@ How come Daniel wanted to stop Sophia from reuniting

with her son just now?

(3 Sophia said, “I'm willing to do anything, even if It

means going to jail.” Does this mean she really did

kill somebody 49 years ago?
) And if that were true, then how come Daniel, who
was a police officer at the time, did not arrest her?

) Also, how did Daniel end up living with Sophia?




It was not until the old couple had finally calmed down that they told the men

about the past and answered the questions 1n Watson's nund.

49 years ago. when I found out that Harry had been sold, 1 nelﬁeu the shelter’s
director where Harry was going when the director walked mto the kitchen. However,
not only did the director refijse to tell me, she even insulted me with words and names
that were too homible 1o repeat. She basically told me that I must never see Harry

again because my shameful existence would only (Telaatae Harry's imudgation.

I must've lost my mind listening to all her mean
words. I groo0ad the closest thing near my hand
and began to hit the director’s head and face with it
like a mad woman. When I came back to my senses, the
director was already lying on the floor. There was
nobody else in the kitchen at that time. I was
so scared that all I wanted to do was un out of
there as quickly as possible. As I dasfgd for
the back door, my foot slipped and I fell backwards.
The back of my head must've hit the floor because I
felt a sharp pain before keeling Ovep

I was already in the hospital when I woke up.

The assistant director was the only person siting by my bedside.

Once I was conscious again. the assistant director whispered in my ear that a
burglar had broken mnto the shelter, the director was killed and T was attacked then
passed out. Then she advised 1:1-::5_1;_gr=r|:|"_1r “If you don’t wish to have anything bad
happen to you, remember to repeat to the i:rc-licc what I've just told you.”

It was only later that T realised the assistant director lnd away the truth for two
reasons. For one, she didn’t want to gﬁg@g{éﬁfhc killing was in fact an act of
vengeance for selling children to the wealthy. The other reason was that she

wanted to take over the much more wm director post. Distorting ﬂmﬂm

EEEERE cooced) () 8% refuse (B) B8 tarmish () 3575 - B reputation () RE - B
grabioed) (B IME  dash(ed) (B)) H# - B8  ceeling) over (5B RRET - 88 burglar (32) 8B
passfed) cut (AR 5 - =T semly (Bl R - B  cpose () BR  vengeance (&) B3
lucratve (Fs) FRSMEY - ACEERY ncident (38 IR



into a burglary gone wrong worked much better to her advantage.

Upon full recovery, I was discharged from the hospital about ten days after the
incident. In order to avoid any trouble, she had
arranged (o send me away for good. With
her reference letter in my hand, I moved to
London to work at an Italian restaurant. The
lady owner of the restaurant was a very mean
woman. Not only did she make me work more
than ten hours continuously everyday, my

meals were the leftovers on customers’ plates

and my bed was the cold, hard floor of the
restaurant. As harsh as that sounded, the work environment was something that I
could endure. What shattered me was the chef, who was also the lady owner’s
husband. He was very kind to me at first, always sneaking me bits of fresh food. But
he suddenly tumed nto a monster one day and took me mto his arms fﬁm and
tried to r70/25 % me. Instead of taking in the truth, the lady owner blamed me for her
husband’s moistrous behaviour. She slapped me and screamed at me then threw
me out onto the street like I was a stray dog.

I lost my son and I lost my job. I had nobody to tum to in London. With no hope

i life, I walked to the River Thames and jumped nto the rushing waters.

“I see,” said Holmes. “What happened afterwards? Who saved
vou from drowmng?”

The old woman looked into Daniel’s eyes who was standing

beside her, “It was Daniel. He jumped into the niver and saved me.”

“Oh!” giep@d the three men n surprise.

“I was the one who saved Sophia,” sighed Daniel. “It might’ve

%J___ '-.:‘ ~ been 49 years ago, but I still remember it like it was yesterday...”

Glogssar bumglany (=) AEBER  mean (B2 R - BETE) - SIS - M narsh () BiEIEY
endure (BY) BB shatter(od) (B £8(FLA MR forcibly (B 396THE - S0EIHE  molest (D) 1B
monstrous (TB) IEEY - TERY  shplped) (B R gaspled) (1) BER




I suspected Sophia was connected to the killing at Donore
Charity Children’s Shelter because her height matched with
the suspect’s assumed height. The fact that she refused to
reveal the name of the man who fathered her son made us
suspect that her man must've helped her in hiding the weapon
and stealing the £50 worth of valuables. We kept following and

watching her, hoping that she would meet up with her man so we

the Italian restaurant. We could see

that she was a w of abuse. We
also witndsBed how the lady owner
threw Soplia out onto the street m the

pouring rain. With nowhere else to

go, we thought that she would have no

choice but to go find her man. We kept shadowing her until we were beside the
River Thames, but we had not expected her to suddenly jump into the river.

There was no time to think. I divad}ﬂm the

river right away to gEE5E her. The currents

were very rapid, but luckily I was a pretty good
swimmer myself. It took me but one or two
minutes before [ was able to pull her out of
the river.

Perhaps working at that restaurant had = ——
really taken its toll on her, and also probably because she had swallowed a lot of
water when she was drowning, Sophia was really weak and was the verge of
death when I pulled her on shore.

EIEEEEIRE. roveol (W) IR - RM - B8R victn (B) BEE  abuse (B)BF  witness(ed) (1) B - W

shadow(ing) (&) IR - B deld) ino (HER) £ABINRZD  rescue (B)) B - BN
on the varge of (8) B0 - BUTH - MET  shore (35) MR - 00



Neve and I took her to the hospital right away. Her life was saved after the doctors
gave her the necessary emergency treatments. But she seemed to have completely
lost her will to live. She even refused to take the medicines that were given to her.

Only then did Neve and I finally understood that she hadn’t come to London o
meet up with her man, because there was no such mystery man to begin with.

To prevent another suicide attempt, Neve asked me to stay in London to look after
her while he retumed to our police station n Ireland to report the details and shut the
case.

To be honest, dunng the week that I was watching Sophia closely, I felt so sorry
for her that I had gradually forgotten [ was a police officer shadowing a suspect. If
Neve hadn’t stopped me, I probably would’ve dashed out of the hotel and saved her
from her misery.

During the ten odd days that I spent with
her at the hospital, I realised that she was
just a young girl trying to survive at the
bottommost level of society. Her heart was
so pure and kind that she couldn’t possibly be
a brutal killer. I couldn’t help but fall in love
with her. When she was d;scl'w:arged from the

hospital, T asked my relatnves in London to look
after her whale I put mm my transfer request to
London. Once I moved to London for good, we
got married and we’ve been together ever since.

It was only after we’'ve been together for some time that she told me about her
past. Her father was a butler of an siistaunitie household and her mother also
worked there as a maid. Their entire family lived on the estate. When she became
older, the young lord s=/°2 her and she became pregnant. Her parents were
furious when they found out about the pregnancy, so they sent her to a shelter that

spectalised i taking n single mothers. That’s where she gave birth to Hamry.

EIEEEEIN R, Dottommost (78) IBIEEY brutal (76) BElEEY - MEEEY  dmcharpge(d) (B HRE  butler (35) BER
anstocratc (5 MEEAY  seduce(d) (X0 BEE  pregnamt (78 5E)  furious (8) FERSRED - BT OEH




The Surprising Weapon

“You know what happened afterwards already.” said Damel.

“I see,” said Holmes. “But how come you didn’t tell us the truth when we visited
you the first time?”

Damel rephed after a deep sigh, “We never talked about the killing agamn after
we were married. We were hoping that time would /25 and the incident would
be forgotten. Even though Sophia misses her son very much, she has never wished
to look for him. She is afraid that searching for him would bring about unwanted
attention to the incident again. And more importantly, she absolutely doesn’t want
Harry to find out that his birth mother 1s a killer.”

*It’s because of this reason that you didn’t want to reunite with Harry at first?”
asked Watson.

“Yes,” nodded Sophia. “But once T saw Harry with my own eyes, I couldn’t
econtain my emotions any longer...”

“I understand,” said Holmes. “When I figurad out the origin of that seashell on
the wind clume, T knew that you had never stopped mmssing Harry.  Your memones
of Harry must appear in your mind every time the wind chime rings in the wind.”

“Yes,” said Sophia as she wiped away the tears on her cheeks. “The fg,’jﬁ-ukll’:]i‘:@‘
sound of the wind clume 1s my only tie to my httle Harry in my heart.”

“That reminds me,” said Holmes, changing the subject suddenly. “How come the
weapon was never found at the 5750149 years ago?”

“I'm not so sure myself either,” said Sophia. *I guess the assistant director
must’ve taken care of the weapon. She needed to hide the nuth about the killing so
she must’ve destroyed the evidence.”

“If that’s the case, then the so-called stolen valuables must've been staged by the
assistant director too, to make it look like a burglary gone wrong. She would also
need to dispose the weapon to cut off any links of the killing to you. So exactly

what did you use to...7"
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“I'm sorry, but I really can’t remember,” said Sophia as she shook her head. “I
was so angry at that moment that I just grabbed something that was close at hand.”

“I understand that a person could genuinely [ET{3 @3 when experiencing an
episode of irrationality.” said Holmes. “But do you remember what you were
doing in the kitchen before the incident happened? Were you chopping vegetables
with a knife or (uze 1) a dough with a sxalifgmEseine 7"

“I'm pretty sure I was neither chopping vegetables nor kneading a dough. I think
I was gathering ingredients to make soup...” Sophia thought back for a moment
before raising her head suddenly, “Oh, I remember now. The director came into the
kitchen to bring me some condiments for seasoning .”

“Now that you mentioned it, I remember something too,” said Daniel. “The

kitchen smelled very good when Neve and I went to inspect the crime scene. When

I asked the assistant director what they were making, she said they were making
chicken soup. She told us that it smelled so ... .. because the soup had been
simmering for several hours.”

“Soup?” Holmes thought about it for a moment but could not come up with any
ideas. “You know what, let’s just forget about it. I'm sure you and Mr. Stowe must
have many things to talk about with each other. I shall leave you be and not disturb
EESERE cerunely (B) ANEES  biankout (FEBE) BS—FRE  matonaly (8) £ARE - 8
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your renmon any longer.”
“Mr. Holmes, will you be... pgrsisting on the case?”
asked Daniel worriedly.
“The killing? I'm not the police, so why would I persist
on the mvestigation? Not to mention that Sophia had
already “died’ after she jumped into the river. The case
was closed 49 years ago,” said Holmes with a shrewd
chuckle. “Most importantly, my client is Mr. Harry
Stowe. My mission 1s to help Mr. Stowe find his birth
mother. Now that she is found, my job 1s done.”
“Thank you very much!” Stowe took hold of
Holmes's hands tightly, “Detectives Riller and Fox
were right. You really are the most amazing 777" ¢ {in finding missing people. You
are not only amazing but also very thoughtful and fnsicerad We are very

lucky to have met you!”
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“Your words are too kind, Mr. Stowe. Remember to check your mail, because youn
shall receive a very expensive bill in a few days,” said Holmes with a wink.

Holmes and Watson bid their farewells after saying those words. Reunited as a
family, Stowe, Sophia and Daniel were beside themselves with warmth and happiness
as they watched the two men leave.

After returning home, Watson said lightly, “A mother is reunited with her son after

49 years thanks to two seashells. How incredible 1s that?”

“It’s a shame that we sull don't know what exactly was the weapon
though,” said the disappointed Holmes.

“Stop fussing.over the weapon! You should feel an 'Tmmenes sense

of sartisfaction for reuniting a man with his long-lost mother.”

that the director did was bring condiments to the kitchen... What
do condunents have to do with the murder weapon?”

“How could condiments be related to the murder weapon? Are

!

“i‘r ='~:?‘ \Y

you forgetting that the weapon was said to be a hard and blunt

object? How could that be a condiment?”

“Yes, a very hard and blunt object... a hard and blunt object...”

All of a sudden, as though shocked by an =llz

Tt Holmes opened his

eves wide and bright as he stared at the table.
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“What 1s 117" asked the curious Watson.

“That’s the object!” shonted Holmes as he grabbed the chunk of

smoke-dred skipjack tuna. “This was the weapon!”

“What? The weapon was a chunk of dried fish?”
“Yes! Smoke-dried skipjack tuna is a kind of condiment

that adds savouriiness to soup. Since 1t 1s
harder than wood with rough surfaces
on both ends, severe injuries could be
caused 1f someone were lo use 1t to attack another person.”

“Oh...” Watson finally got the whole picture. “So the closest thing near Soplia’s
hand at that time was what the director had brought into the kitchen.”

“Exactly! How wromc indeed! The weapon used in beating the director to death
was an object that the director

handed to the killer herself. No

wonder even the police couldn’t
figure it ont.”

“But what happened to the

block of dned fish? How come

the police conldn’t find it at

the cnme scene?”
“You still don’t get
it?” said Holmes as a

Tresty glimimer flashed

in his eye. “The assistant
director must’ve dunked

the piece of dried fish
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into the chicken soup to destroy the evidence. That’s why the kitchen smelled very
good when Daniel and Neve arrived at the scene.”

“The murder weapon was made into soup, then the soup was eaten by the people
in the shelter...” Watson could say no more as ashivering chill went up‘and
down his spine.

Un the conirary, a smile of satisfaction heamed on Holmes’s face. He was
finally able to solve the mystery from 49 years ago. successfully adding another
moving yet heart-rending case in his extensive

investigation career.

Nex! lime on Sherlock Holmes
The Dying Detective is coming up on the next issue!
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